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I was recently out of town at a conference and got a powerful reminder. The world has felt  
relatively “normal” for some time now, but it’s been less than a year since we could fly on  
airplanes without masks. It’s important to pause and notice this because so much of life and 
church feels exciting these days—there’s a noticeable rush of energy and new life in so many 

places. Our schedules are packed, we’re going hard after work and play. Work trips and conferences 
are in full swing; kids are back at the field and the rink, at music lessons and rehearsals; schedules 
are filled with travel, gatherings, friends. In the midst of all of our acceleration to get life back up  
to speed, we need to heed a warning that’s been baked into the life of the Christian church for  
generations upon generations: we need a change of rhythm every so often to knock us out of our 
self-imposed and self-sanctioned grooves of achievement so that we can pay attention to the grace  
of God in fresh ways. 

We need Lent. 

We need Lent to trip us up as we are 
charging through life, so unaware of 
our mortality that we start to believe 
we can do, be, and have it all. 

We need Lent, starting with ashes and 
ending with an empty cross and an 
empty tomb, to reveal our weakness 
and humanness while pointing us to 
the redemption that is found only in 
the crucified and risen Lord. 

We need Lent to remind us who we are and whose we are. 

I look forward to walking through the beautiful book of Galatians this Lent with you and considering 
how only Christ can set us free from everything that threatens to keep our eyes focused on what  
we can do rather than looking up to what Christ has done. May Lent trip you up, jarring you off  
autopilot . . . and may you find Jesus with open arms to help you up, that you may rest in His love. 

Much love,
Petey
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Free in the True Gospel
GALATIANS 1:6-10

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. 
Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 
than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you  
accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 10 Am I now trying to win the approval of  
human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ.

These early verses in Galatians help give context for why Paul was writing this letter. The 
Gentile believers—whom Paul had converted—had received a different message from a 
certain group of evangelists than what Paul had instructed. Rather than preaching that 
the fullness of their forgiveness and righteousness is found solely through Jesus, this 
other group of evangelists told the Galatian believers that they also needed to be  
circumcised and follow other laws from the Torah (called “identity commands”) that 
would physically mark them as being Jewish. Paul’s message to the Galatians emphasized 
that salvation comes through faith in Christ alone, not faith plus anything else. While the 
Jewish believers in Jesus could continue to follow identity-based Torah commands as a 
reflection of their faith, Gentile believers were not meant to take those commands upon 
themselves. In verses 8 and 9, Paul affirms that the gospel he preached to them is the 
true and authentic gospel, and he condemns those who confused the Galatian believers.

QUESTIONS:

1.  Paul writes with conviction throughout his letter to the Galatians to communicate  
a clear and well-reasoned argument against the false beliefs the Galatians were  
encountering. Scot McKnight writes that, “What we need today is less tirade, less 
emotional outburst, and much more carefully constructed arguments that vindicate 
the truthfulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.” How have you seen someone recently 
communicate truth with both conviction and love?

2.  How would you define “the gospel”? Can you think of any “requirements” you hear 
today that are “add-ons” in order to receive salvation?

3.  Why is it problematic for the Galatians to believe that their salvation is found in faith + 
something else?

4.  While applying the Torah’s identity commands to ourselves may no longer be a  
temptation,  we can often believe that Jesus requires faith + something else to  
ensure our  salvation. Consider what makes you feel righteous apart from Jesus. Is it 
your generosity, your knowledge, your leadership, your service, or something else?

5.  Paul addresses this letter to Gentile Galatians considering practicing the Torah’s  
identity commands. These identity commands would have made them appear to be 
ethnically Jewish (i.e. circumcision, dietary laws, specific clothing, etc.). Revelation 
21:22-27 depicts a vision of the coming Kingdom of God. In it we read, “The city does 
not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and  
the Lamb is its lamp. The nations [read: the Gentiles] will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.” In the prophetic visions of the  
coming Kingdom of God, Jews and Gentiles worship God alongside one another,  
neither having abandoned their ethnic identity markers. Given this information,  
why was Paul concerned about Gentiles taking on Jewish identity? 
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6.  The Galatian believers are new to their faith and are navigating conflicting theological 
messages. In the early days of your faith, which voices were most influential in helping 
you grow and learn? How did they guide you in truth to form your faith?

7.  Have you ever experienced confusion about what to believe or how to practice your 
faith? What was that experience like? How did you resolve your questions?

8.  Paul serves as an evangelist and leader for the Galatians, guiding and helping them 
maintain the true gospel. Who have you shared your faith with most recently? What 
could it look like for you to lead or mentor another who is newer to their faith? In what 
everyday ways can you point to the true gospel?

SERMON NOTES
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Free to Live in Christ
GALATIANS 2:19-21

19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not 
set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 
died for nothing!”

One of our ongoing struggles as humans is the continual pull to make everything about 
ourselves. We instinctively make our faith about what we have done, are doing, or will 
do. Our pride is continually looking for ways to justify ourselves and minimize our need 
for grace. Self-generated righteousness is when we try to make ourselves acceptable 
through our own efforts and actions, instead of relying on the righteousness we get  
from Christ, through His work on the cross. If we are honest, the object of our faith is 
often our achievements or the approval of others. This was Peter’s struggle. He was more 
concerned with what Jewish believers thought of him than with the truth. But Paul says: 
it is not about you, it is about Jesus. If we read all of chapter 2 for context, we see that 
Paul calls out Peter and reminds us that we are not made right by our actions but by 
trusting in Jesus' work on the cross on our behalf. Paul is calling us to shift the center of 
our faith from us to Jesus. Justification by faith always points us away from ourselves and 
says that Christ alone is our righteousness. As we begin to shift our faith more and more 
on Jesus, we can say good-bye to the flesh (that is, our self). We put aside not only our 
obvious sins but also our pride that tries to find rightness apart from Christ’s shed blood.

READ GALATIANS 2:11-21. Note that some translations call Peter “Cephas,” the Ara-
maic name for Peter.

QUESTIONS:

1.  Define faith. Consider our synonyms for faith: trust, believe, receive, rely, depend, and 
put our confidence in. How do these synonyms give clarity to what faith really is? 

2.  What do you most naturally put your faith in? If someone followed you around for the 
day, what would they think you put your faith in?

3.  What does it mean to be justified? How are you justified? What does it mean to  
believe in Christ Jesus? (See also 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4.  What does verse 16 say to the person who says they are good enough?

The Heidelberg Catechism, first published in 1563, has been used by Christians around 
the world to summarize the major teachings of the Bible in a question/answer format. 
Question 60 speaks to our theme of justification by faith and what makes us right  
before God.

Q.  How are you righteous before God? A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. 
Even though my conscience accuses me of having grievously sinned against all God's 
commandments, of never having kept any of them, and of still being inclined toward 
all evil, nevertheless, without any merit of my own, out of sheer grace, God grants 
and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as 
if I had never sinned nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as perfectly obedient as 
Christ was obedient for me. All I need to do is accept this gift with a believing heart.

5.  How does the answer to question 60 of the Heidelberg Catechism give you clarity to 
where your righteousness comes from? How is it encouraging to you?

W
E

E
K

 2

 



8

“  Faith [ in Christ] isn’t strength, but actually weakness .  
It is relying on the strength of another . ”  –JACK MILLER

6.  How does Jack’s statement speak into our struggle to truly put our trust in Jesus? How 
does this give us insight into why Christianity is growing in third-world countries but is 
stagnant in America?

7.  Explain what each phrase in verse 20 means: 
a. I have been crucified with Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved  

me and gave himself for me.

8.  It can be difficult to wrap our brains around the phrase “to be crucified with Christ.” 
What do we need to die to in order to live for God? If we no longer live, but Christ lives 
in us, what do we sacrifice? What do we gain? 
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Free to be Children of God
GALATIANS 3:26-4:7

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 
the promise.
1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, 
although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until 
the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the 
elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we 
might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, 
but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

In these verses, Paul illustrates the transformation of believers who put their faith in 
Christ by describing the shift of a child under a guardian becoming a mature heir and 
inheritor of an estate. In the time when Paul was writing, a son was under a guardian until 
he was 14 years old and received full ownership of an estate between the ages of 21-25. 
The child under a guardian had hope and expectation, but no rights over the estate until 
the set time. Paul celebrates that through faith in Jesus, both Jews and Gentiles receive 
the full inheritance of mature children and heirs to the kingdom of God. This means we 
are no longer in waiting; rather, in Jesus we are free to accept the fullness of God’s prom-
ises to us.

QUESTIONS:

1.  Paul emphasizes how God has called Jews and Gentiles together into one family 
through faith in Christ. He focuses on the role of baptism to unite believers. Reflect 
on your own baptism. Did it take place as a child? As an adult? What did it mean to you 
then? What does it mean to you now? 

2.  Paul writes that those who are baptized in Christ clothe themselves with Christ. How 
can you daily “clothe yourself with Christ”?

3.  In verse 28 Paul lists a series of categories: Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and 
female. Paul claims that all are one in Christ. This does not mean that the categories 
no longer exist, but that the categories do not qualify or disqualify a believer from 
participating in the family of God. How can we demonstrate unity with all believers in 
God’s kingdom? 

4.  When is it hardest to be united with others in Christ?

5.  Consider a time when you had a guardian or someone watching over you. This could be 
a memory of a parent, a babysitter, a resident assistant as a college student, or another 
time. How did you respond to having someone watch over you? Did you comply with or 
resist their influence?
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6.  Paul describes how Gentiles are subject to elemental spiritual forces, which draw them 
to worship other gods. In our contemporary language, we can consider this as anything 
that draws our worship away from God. What is something that regularly pulls you 
away from worshiping God?

7.  Through Jesus we receive adoption to become children of God. This is the grandest 
welcome we could ever imagine. Create a list of what is included in our inheritance 
(think of what God offers us today and for eternity).

8.  Paul states that through Jesus we receive an identity shift: from slaves to heirs. We 
have the gift of full freedom when we find our identities in Christ. When is it easiest to 
forget the inheritance you have received? How can you remind yourself daily that you 
are an heir of God?
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Free to Serve out of Faith
GALATIANS 3:26-4:7

13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom  
to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is  
fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite 
and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the 
flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. 
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.

We can easily think that freedom means that we are free to do whatever we want. But 
with that mindset, we actually put ourselves back into a new type of slavery. It might be 
the slavery of trying to find our rightness/goodness/affirmation through how well we keep 
the commandments. Or we go back into slavery by indulging in the flesh. But love doesn’t 
keep score and indulging in the flesh is just simply putting me at the center of my life. The 
self-centered life comes so easily because our culture tells us that our whole identity is 
built on our success/failures and our ability to get approval from the world around us. So 
then our whole purpose in life is to manage our identity, to make sure we are getting the 
approval that we need. If our identity is based on success and approval, then people just 
become the means to get our needs met. It is impossible to truly love people if we just see 
them as someone who is supposed to meet our needs. A life where we do not pursue the 
desires of the me-centered life is not natural. Paul Miller says that there is no love without 
death—death to self. Dying to self is hard. But when we remember that our identity is in 
Christ, then we are free to love others. When we remember that IN CHRIST we are loved, 
accepted, adopted, secure, righteous . . . we don’t have to worry if we’re good enough.  We 
are free to love. The fruit of our faith in Jesus is love.

QUESTIONS:

1.  When you have free time, what are you naturally drawn to do with that time?

2.  What are the characteristics of a selfish person? What fruit do you bear in your own 
life when you have moments of selfishness?

3.  What is a strength that you have that actually inhibits your ability to love others? 

4.  What do you think it means to walk by the Spirit? How do you walk in the Spirit? 

5.  How does your faith in Jesus propel you to love others? How is there freedom and 
power to love others when we put our trust in Jesus? What can become problematic 
when we try to love others apart from our faith in Jesus?
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6.  David Powlison describes sanctification as having two dimensions.  One is that we 
grow more childlike in our dependence on God. The other is that we grow more loving 
towards other people. How does growing dependence on Jesus lead us to love others 
more fully?

7.  The pattern we see in the Bible is that the imperative always follows the indicative. God 
tells us the indicative by stating what is true about us: that He loves us, that He adopts 
us, that we are His, and that nothing can change that. That is who we are: His beloved. 
And then He gives us the imperative: the crucial instructions to love God and to love 
others. Our love flows out of whose we are. We don’t produce love, we bear the love of 
Christ flowing out of us as we rest in His love for us. What are some practical ways you 
can rest in Christ’s love for you this week?
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Free to Produce Goodness
GALATIANS 5:19-26

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live 
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,  
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and  
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not  
become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

The life of faith has a tangible impact on the lives of believers, the church, and the world. 
In this passage Paul emphasizes that when a believer lives in step with the Spirit, the Spirit 
produces goodness through their actions and attitudes. Paul contrasts the acts of the 
flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. The acts of the flesh are specific sinful and destructive 
actions and attitudes that cause pain and chaos. In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit are not 
particular actions that a person takes, but instead, they describe what a believer’s actions 
produce. Because the fruit of the Spirit is not limited to specific actions, every part of a 
believer’s life can therefore bear good fruit. Whether in church, in a workplace, at home, 
online, or in any other space, those who live in step with the Spirit bear out the fruit of  
the Spirit.

QUESTIONS:

1.  Verse 25 instructs believers who live in the Spirit to “keep in step” or “walk” (Greek: 
stoicheo) in the Spirit. What does the active phrase “keep in step” evoke to you? 

2.  Read through the list of acts of the flesh. It can seem shocking to find some of these 
words in Scripture. Because of the severity of some of the actions listed, it may be 
tempting to think that the list does not apply to us. Take a closer look, though. Consid-
er the list in its entirety and how one or two acts of the flesh have manifested in your 
own life. Spend time in prayer, confessing these sins and asking for God to shape you 
more into His likeness.

3.  The phrase “fruit of the Spirit” evokes the image of a tree or vine on which fruit grows. 
In John 15:5, Jesus tells his disciples, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you  
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 
Paul recalls this language for the Galatian believers to remind them that all good  
fruit comes from being rooted in the Spirit. What actions do you take to stay rooted  
in the Spirit?

4.  Read through the list of the fruit of the Spirit. Consider how you have seen one or two 
of those bear out in your own life in the past week. 

5.  It can be easy to read the fruits of the Spirit and lack conviction about areas of growth 
because we can generally find goodness happening around us. Consider the inverse of 
the fruits of the Spirit and the ways those manifest in your life. Take a look at the lists 
below and mark where your actions and attitudes tend to fall. 
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6.  Believers can bear out the fruits of the Spirit in all settings in which they find  
themselves. Consider the primary places where you spend your time each week.  
In which settings is it easiest for you to bear good fruit? In which is it hardest to bear 
good fruit? 

7.  What impact do the fruit of the Spirit have on the believer who is producing them? 
What impact do the fruit of the Spirit have on those who experience them?

8.  Paul finishes this passage by calling believers to not become conceited. How could 
bearing good fruit lead to self-righteousness or envy? 
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Free to Receive Eternal Life
GALATIANS 6:7-10

7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever  
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please 
the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we  
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the  
family of believers.

You are what you worship. Our hearts will always pursue the thing we think will give us 
the best life. What is the purpose of your life? When you wake up in the morning, what 
do you hope to accomplish? When the flesh—our self-centeredness—is at the helm, our 
direction for the day is to find fulfillment and happiness. Or on our more cynical days, we 
just try to survive, to medicate, to get by. When self is at the center, we will reap a path of 
destruction, but when we live with Jesus as our center, the fruit of that is beautiful and 
abundant life.

QUESTIONS:

1.  Consider what it is like to be selfish. (If you don’t think you are ever selfish, then think 
about a selfish person you know.) Let’s consider how our self-centeredness impacts 
our identity, purpose, prayer life, and relationships. Look at the following questions and 
write you answers in the shaded quarter circles: 
 
a. Beginning with the section labeled Identity, what characterizes your identity when 
you are selfish? What is your identity based on? 
 
b. When you are the center of your world, what is your purpose in life? What drives 
you? Write your answers in the quarter circle. 
 
c. When you are self-focused, what does your prayer life look like? 
 
d. When the world revolves around you, how does it impact your relationships? What is 
it like to be in a relationship with a selfish person?

2.  Now consider what your life is like in those moments when Jesus is at the center of 
your life. Again, write your answers in the corresponding shaded quarter circles: 
 
a. When Jesus is at the center of your life, what is your identity? What are the  
    characteristics of that identity? 
 
b. When Jesus is at the center of your life and He is your identity, what then is the  
    purpose of your life? 
 
c. When Jesus is at the center of your life, what does your prayer life look like? 
 
d. When Jesus is at the center of your life, how does it impact your relationships?  
    How would you characterize those relationships?

3.  What stands out to you as you look at these two circles? Which person would you  
rather spend time with?
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4.  How do you move toward becoming a more Jesus-centered person?

5.  In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “I have come that you might have life and life  
abundant.” In that Gospel, the abundant life is presented as experiencing the  
presence of God in our everyday life. As we consider our themes throughout our  
Galatians study, how does the freedom we’ve been granted grow how we experience 
this abundance in our life? 

6.  How can the hope of eternal life encourage tenacity in how we live out our faith? Or 
said another way, how does keeping our promise of eternity in the front of our mind 
shape how we live our day today? 
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Free to  be Made New
GALATIANS 6:14-18

14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which  
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor  
uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy  
to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God. 17 From now on, let no one cause me 
trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.

In the closing passage of Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he emphasizes what it means that 
Christ died for him and for the world. He opens by prizing Jesus’ crucifixion, claiming 
that Jesus’ death and resurrection are better than anything we could boast of or value  
in this world. But Paul does not merely acknowledge Jesus’ crucifixion: he actively  
participates in it through the life of faith. Throughout the letter to the Galatians Paul has 
taught the Galatians that the life of faith is about receiving Jesus’ grace, which is alone 
sufficient for salvation. The Galatians do not need to do anything “extra”; rather, if they 
follow Jesus’ example by laying down their lives and taking on the new life He offers 
them, they will become new creations.  

QUESTIONS:

1.  What do you find yourself most proud of or likely to boast in?

2.  Tim Keller writes: “To know you are saved by Christ’s work alone brings a joyous  
‘boasting’ confidence; not a self-confidence, but Christ-confidence.”  
What does “Christ-confidence” look like in your life? .

3.  Paul says that the world has been crucified to him, and him to the world. Donald Guthrie 
explains what it means for the world to be crucified to Paul by writing, “The natural world 
. . .  has ceased to have any claims on us.” Paul is not claiming that the world no longer has 
power, but he says that it is dead to him. He belongs to Christ. On which parts of the world 
are you tempted to still rely upon?

4.  How do you remind yourself daily that you belong to Christ?

5.  Paul invalidates the Galatians’ temptation to take on the Jewish identity commands by 
writing that in Christ we are new creations. How have you been “made new” through 
your faith in Christ? How is God making you new in this season?
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6.  In verse 16, Paul wishes peace and mercy to “the Israel of God.” This phrase indicates  
one massive community that integrates all those who are included in the new covenant 
of Jesus—both Jews and Gentiles. Life in Christ necessarily requires experience in  
community as a representation of the larger family of God we are included in. What 
does it look like for us to increase in peace and mercy in our Christian communities?

7.  Paul says that he bears on his body the marks of Jesus. In all likelihood he is referring 
to the scars that developed as a result of the torture and pain he endured for his faith. 
Acts of sacrificial love leave marks—sometimes in body, in Spirit, in how we live. What 
are some of the marks on your life that point to Jesus?

8.  Paul closes by blessing the Galatians with a prayer for Christ’s presence with them in 
their spirits. We have the gift of knowing that God is with us through the Holy Spirit.  
In what places or situations do you need a reminder of God’s presence with you today?
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CPC is partnering with Opportunity International Colombia this year  
to launch The Graduation Model, an innovative, research-backed  

initiative that will serve households living in ultra-poverty. 

What does ultra-poverty look like in Cartagena, Colombia?
  • a person lives on less than $2/day

  •  food needs are chronically unmet; families are choosing  
1 or 2 meals a day, or choosing who in the family is able to eat 

  • housing usually includes a dirt floor, no running water or toilets

  • work is unstable; many are day-laborers 

  • many individuals are refugees from Venezuela

What our partners at OI Colombia 
have discovered is that traditional 
interventions (such as microfinance 

and savings groups) do not address 
the deeper level of poverty that is 
faced by families in this category.  

The Graduation Model was designed 
specifically to meet the needs of  
these households.

EASTER OFFERING 2023

Opportunity International
Supporting Sustainable Livelihoods in Cartagena, Colombia

Next Steps
Using direct economic assets to build incomes, life skills training and coaching, 
food support, and customized financial inclusion, the Graduation Model in  
Cartagena will holistically walk alongside 250 households into a stabilized future 
over the course of two years, helping them grow their skills, assets, self-worth, 
and courage. This year, every dollar of our Easter offering will go to support  
families in the Graduation Model in Cartagena Colombia.

Four Ways to Partner

•  Go to Colombia this August 
5-11 to visit and encourage 
Opportunity’s work first-
hand: cpcedina.org/serve

•  Give to our Easter Offering: 
cpcedina.org/give

•  Learn more about the 
Graduation Model during  
Community@10 on Sunday, 
March 26. link here

•  Pray for the families going 
through the Graduation  
Program in Cartagena.  
link here
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BAPTISMS
Penelope Laine Robb and Quinn Isabelle Robb were 
baptized on October 23, 2022. Parents are Kristine 
and Jon Robb. Petey Crowder officiated.

Sloane Elizabeth Dorrance was baptized on October 
23, 2022. Parents are Emily and Matt Dorrance. 
Petey Crowder officiated.

Landyn James Pedretti was baptized on October 23, 
2022. Parents are Jackie and Josh Pedretti. Petey 
Crowder officiated.

Xavier Eddie Jerome House was baptized on October 
23, 2022. Parents are Abbey Williams and Nathan 
House. Petey Crowder officiated.

Alexandra Edee Stevens was baptized on October 
23, 2022. Parents are Sophie and Daniel Stevens. 
Petey Crowder officiated.

Brooke Lynae Flavin was baptized on November 27, 
2022. Parents are Rachel and Michael Flavin. Petey 
Crowder officiated.

Jackson Joseph Janiszewski was baptized on No-
vember 27, 2022. Parents are Holly and Joe Janisze-
wski. Melissa Schaser officiated.

Eleanor (Ellie) Christine Haybes was baptized  
on November 27, 2022. Parents are Amanda and 
Joseph Haynes. Melissa Schaser officiated.

MARRIAGES 
McKenzie Lee and Ross Nelson were married on 
Friday, December 30. Debbie Manning officiated.

DEATHS
Judy Carver passed away on November 23 at the 
age of 75. She is survived by her husband Dave, sons 
Jeff (Cameron), Brian, and Scott, and grandchildren 
Megan and Alex.  

Ken Gooden passed away on November 25 at the 
age of 83. He is survived by his wife Jeanne. 

Loraine Plasman passed away on November 25 at 
the age of 99. She is survived by her children Jim, 
Barb Rogers, and Peg Mosier. 

Clarence Velgersdyk passed away on December 2  
at the age of 94. He is survived by his son John  
(Janice), his grandchildren Christy (Jon) Ressler, 
Steve (Kelsey), and great-grandchildren Gavin, 
Makayla, Tucker, Carter.

Jeraldine “Jeri” Clouse passed away on December 
7 at the age of 88. She is survived by her daughter 
Lisa Clouse. 

Holly Swanson Stapel passed away on December 
8 at the age of 64. She is survived by her husband 
Steve and daughters Ashley (Kit) Leary and Brittney 
Frankenberg and grandchildren Grayson, Hudson, 
and Taylor.

John Arens passed away on December 12 at the age 
of 82. He is survived by his son Tony (Margo) and 
his grandchildren Nick and Allie. 

Linda K. Berglund passed away on January 1 at the 
age of 68. She is survived by her son David (Alanna) 
and grandchildren Josie, Vera, and Vincent.

Karen Moe passed away on January 2 at the age of 
81. She is survived by her husband Tom.

Jo Ann Findell passed away on January 6 at the age of 
89. She is survived by her daughter Nan (Paul) Bertelson.

Ralph F. Johnson passed away on January 7 at the age 
of 73. He is survived by his wife Mary and daughter 
Rachel (Aaron) Williams and granddaughter Sophie. 

(This was at the bottom, so just moved to this spot)
Chester F. Janasz passed away on January 13 at the 
age of 86. He is survived by his son Joe (Brigitte) 
and grandchildren Max and Sam. 
James Marcusen passed away on January 14 at the 
age of 68. He is survived by his son Nathan (Emily) 
and grandchildren Anna, Owen, and Clara.

Robert “Bob” Hamilton passed away on January 
15 at the age of 65. He is survived by his daughter 
Caitlyn (Erik) Fryklund and grandchildren Emma 
and Gavin.

Ann R. Selenski passed away on January 16 at the 
age of 80. She is survived by her sister Barb (Bruce) 
Krupnick and niece AnnaLisa (Justin) Buol. 

Mary Hartwig passed away on January 19 at the age 
of 95. She is survived by her son Steve (Karen) and 
grandchildren Maddie, Peter, and Izzy.

June Ekers passed away on February 6 at the age  
of 94. She is survived by her daughter Laurel  
(Keith) Fermanich.

STAFF UPDATES 
Lindsay Bauer joins Finance as an Accounting Associate. 

Sarah Long leaves her position in Communications 
as Director of Communications

Ian Jerzyk leaves his position in Student Ministries 
as Student Ministries Coordinator 

SPECIAL STAFF ANNIVERSARIES 
James Madsen, Pastor of Groups, celebrates 15 years.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
CPC fiscal year started on June 1, 2022  
and will end on May 31, 2023. 
June 1 through January 31, 2023
• Giving = $3,342,056
• Budgeted Giving = $3,516,020

As of January 31, we were behind on giving revenue 
fiscal year-to-date by $173,694  

If you’d like more information about our giving 
or our budget, please reach out to Mara Amiot, 
maraa@cpcedina.org.

Help us grow our budget and impact in 2023! 
You can start or update your recurring gift at cpcedina.org/give. 

Have a question? Contact Courtney McKinley at giving@cpcedina.org or 952.920.8515 x241.




